
List Price: US $39.95
For book orders,
please contact the

University of Indianapolis Press
1400 East Hanna Avenue

Indianapolis, Indiana 46227
lin@uindy.edu

(317) 788-3480 (fax) 9387207818809
 

ISBN 978-1-880938-72-0
53995 >

MI
MICHAEL G. CARTWRIGHT

EDITOR

United Methodists are part of a long line of Christians who have aspired to think “outside the 
box” about Christian mission. More often than not, however, the conceptual box that such 
leaders are trying to set aside has been some version of “Christendom.” As this set of United 
Methodist perspectives about Christian mission illustrates, moving beyond Christendom-
�L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�X�U�Q�V���R�X�W���W�R���E�H���H�D�V�L�H�U���I�R�U���F�O�H�U�J�\���D�Q�G���O�D�L�W�\���W�R���D�I�À�U�P���R�Q���6�X�Q�G�D�\��
morning than it is to practice throughout the week. The essays and responses in this book 
explore some of the ways that this aspiration to move beyond Christendom-thinking informed 
the Evangelical United Brethren and Methodist mission endeavors of the past. The authors 
�D�O�V�R�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�� �W�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W�V�� �I�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
21st century as their church attempts to carry out the apostolic mandate of Jesus Christ in the 
changing environment of globalization.

}

This is the robust conversation that is long overdue in the United Methodist Church in Indiana. The persons I 
want to read this book are those pastors who feel guilty for not being more involved in missions but who feel 
vaguely uncomfortable with the mental models they carry about what missionaries do. Here, our discomfort is 
�Q�D�P�H�G�����D�Q�G���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���U�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���X�V���W�R���U�H�W�K�L�Q�N���R�X�U���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���D���J�O�R�E�D�O���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�L�W�\����
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Mission, heartthrob of the United Methodist Church, owes its import to the heritage from predecessor de-
�Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����:�L�W�K���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���U�R�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���(�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�F�D�O���8�Q�L�W�H�G���%�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K���D�Q�G���L�W�V��
predecessors, Exploring Christian Mission Beyond Christendom: United Methodist Perspectives���G�H�¿�Q�H�V���W�K�H��
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�D�W���V�W�U�H�D�P���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�V�����<�H�D�U�V���U�D�F�H���R�Q�����W�L�P�H�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�����$�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�L�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���S�U�R�Y�R�N�L�Q�J��
�Y�R�O�X�P�H�����³�:�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���¿�Q�G���D���Y�R�F�D�E�X�O�D�U�\���W�K�D�W���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�V���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H���W�K�D�W���F�O�R�V�H�V���W�K�H���G�R�R�U���H�Y�H�Q��
before the conversation begins.” For the individual consumed with history and who desires to learn from that 
history but is also willing to move out of the box to be relevant, this volume is a must-read.
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