United Methodists are part of a long line of Christians who have aspired to think “outside the
box” about Christian mission. More often than not, however, the conceptual box that such
leaders are trying to set aside has been some version of “Christendom.” As this set of United
Methodist perspectives about Christian mission illustrates, moving beyond Christendom-
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morning than it is to practice throughout the week. The essays and responses in this book
explore some of the ways that this aspiration to move beyond Christendom-thinking informed
the Evangelical United Brethren and Methodist mission endeavors of the past. The authors
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21st century as their church attempts to carry out the apostolic mandate of Jesus Christ in the
changing environment of globalization.
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before the conversation begins.” For the individual consumed with history and who desire
history but is also willing to move out of the box to be relevant, this volume is a must-reac
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