
 

 

The School for Adult Learning at the University of Indianapolis is a national testing center for 

the College Level Examination Program (CLEP) and the DANTES Subject Standardized 

Tests (DSST).  The exams are evaluated by Department Chairs and Deans and forwarded 

to the Registrar’s Office to be included on the list of accepted published exams.  SAL does 

permit individuals from outside the university, who have the appropriate credentials, to also 

take these exams. The guidelines are as follows: 

 

College Level Examination Program (CLEP) 

 

The College Level Examination Program exams are administered in the School for Adult 

Learning, located in Esch Hall 103.  Individuals wishing to take one of these exams will 

schedule an appointment and bring their verification slip issued from CLEP.  The exams are 

taken on authorized computers in secured rooms.  There is also an administrative fee.  Once 

the exam has been taken, results are automatically sent to CLEP for assessment.  Official 

scores are sent to UIndy (or any other college) at the request of the student, and credit is 

granted for exams on which the student receives satisfactory scores (the ACE recommended 

score for all CLEP exams is 50). Credit is awarded based upon scores recommended by the 

American Council on Education (ACE). There is a 180 day wait should a student wish to 

repeat a CLEP exam. 

 

DANTES Subject Standardized Tests (DSST) 

 

Originally developed by the military, but now available for use at colleges and universities, 

DSST exams are administered in the School for Adult Learning, located in Esch Hall 103. All 

exams are Internet-based and may be taken on an authorized computer in secure rooms.  



Credit is awarded based upon scores recommended by ACE.  Just as with the CLEP exam, 

scores may be sent to other colleges at the request of the student. The exam and 

administrative fees are the same as for CLEP.  Not all DSST exams are recognized for credit 

at UIndy. Students will need to wait 90 days or more from the exam date to repeat a DSST 

exam that was not passed. 

 

Important information to know about taking CLEP and DSST exams 

Always confirm with your advisor that the exam you are taking will be accepted towards your 

program.  Taking an exam does not affect GPA nor can it replace a previously taken course.  

If you are taking an exam to satisfy a requirement in your general education core, also 

confirm that the University is allowing the exam to count for that.   

 

In order to prepare, never presume that you are proficient based on the title of the exam.  

CLEP and DSST exams are proficiency based.  This means that if you do not have any 

background or previous knowledge in the topic, there is the possibility that you may not do 

well.  The only way to learn this is to take the practice exam for the exam you wish to take.  If 

you take the practice exam and you do very well, some refresher material would be 

suggested.  If you take the practice exam and find you are proficient in most areas, focus on 

those areas that you did not do well in.  There are many resources listed on their websites.  If 

you take the practice exam and do not do well at all, it would be recommended to not take 

the exam.  

 

How to Register 

 

DSST (Dantes): To register to take a DSST exam, please send an email directly to 

sal@uindy.edu.  Exams are scheduled on an individual basis.  Once the appointment is 

established, arrive at the office fifteen minutes before the start of the exam.  Please bring cash 

or check (made out to the University of Indianapolis) for the $25.00 administrative fee (non-

refundable).  You will need a credit card – Mastercard, Visa, or American Express – to 

purchase the exam when being registered.  You will also need to provide one of the following: 

a valid driver’s license, military ID, or state issued ID, all with a picture.  Once the exam is over, 
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your unofficial score will appear.  The results are sent directly to Prometric (DSST).  After 

being processed, an official transcript will be sent to the Registrar’s Office at UIndy to be 

added to your official transcript. 

 

Before you decide whether or not to take an exam, go to 

http://getcollegecredit.com/test_takers.  There are practice exams and study guides that can 

be used to prepare.  As mentioned previously, students are not encouraged to take any exam 

for which they do not have prior knowledge.  

 

CLEP (College Level Examination Program):  To register to take a CLEP exam, please send 

an email directly to sal@uindy.edu.  Exams are scheduled on an individual basis.  The exam 

will need to be purchased directly from the CLEP website at 

https://account.collegeboard.org/login/login?appId=274&DURL=https%3A%2F%2Fclepportal.c

ollegeboard.org%2Fclepcand%2Fhome%2Fdashboard.action&idp=ECL   You will need to 

create an account to purchase the exam.  Once your exam is purchased, you will receive a 

confirmation ticket that you will need to bring to your set exam time.  Note: without the 

confirmation form, we will be unable to set you up to take your test.  Please arrive at the office 

fifteen minutes before the start of the exam.  Please bring cash or check (made out to the 

University of Indianapolis) for the $25.00 administrative fee (non-refundable). 

 

Before you decide whether or not to take an exam, go to https://clep.collegeboard.org/test-

preparation and on the right hand side of your screen there is a link to take practice exams.  

There are practice exams and study guides that can be used to prepare.  As mentioned 

previously, students are not encouraged to take any exam for which they do not have prior 

knowledge. 

 

If you have any further questions about the process, please email sal@uindy.edu. 

 

Thank you! 
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